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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

	  

As indicated in the February 2021 Conservancy 
CONVERSATIONS, we are still on hold for many 
events due to Covid restrictions, although we have 
begun plans for the Jazz Night now that we know 
participants must show proof of double vaccination.  
We will keep you posted. 
 
We continue to have considerable interest from 
people wanting to “purchase” a window to honour a 
family member or business.  This is facilitated by use 
of a “map” of the windows showing placement and 
sponsorship price.  As indicated in the “In 
Memoriam” column, the family and friends of Janette 
Marontate were very pleased about this idea and the 
plaque which will commemorate Janette’s life and 
her love of the Belle Vue. 
 

Sales of the Medicine Bag are going well.  The book is now 
available at The Gibson Gallery, The River Book Shop, Biblioasis, 
on-line at the Amherstburg Freedom Museum, and the University 
of Windsor Bookstore.  Author, Mary Anne Adam and cover artist, 
Jude Quick have been busy over the past several weeks signing 
books at The Gibson Gallery and Art by the River in Amherstburg 
and most recently at the Carnegie Library for The Arts Society of 
Kingsville. Thanks to all who purchased copies and stopped by at 
Art by the River to inquire about the status of Belle Vue 
renovations and future plans for the house.  Part of the proceeds 
of sales of The Medicine Bag go to the purchase of The Medicine 
Bag Window at Belle Vue.  
	  

THE MEDICINE BAG- A Novel 
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IN MEMORIAM 
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The current Account Balance of the Conservancy is just 
over $100,000 with most of the funds earmarked for 
specific windows.  This includes year-to-date 2021 
donations by cheque of $20,000 for which we will issue 
tax receipts; over $1,000 from author Mary Anne Adam 
from proceeds of the sale of her novel, The Medicine Bag; 
and on-line donations through Canada Helps of just over 
$2,000.  Most of these funds relate to targeted windows 
commemorating the life of a family member, and indeed, 
there will be a Medicine Bag window. Current donations 
include a gift from the great granddaughter of Amy Louise 
Johnston.  Amy was born at Belle Vue when her family 
owned the house between 1871 and 1887.   
 
We are still awaiting the transfer of funds which are 
presumably being held for us in Trust by the Town of 
Amherstburg.  These funds were donated following our 
request to Council to provide Tax receipts on an interim 
basis pending confirmation of our Charitable status, i.e., 
from September, 2019 to March, 2020.  We have just sent 
another request to the Town Treasurer to release the 
funds and hope it will not be necessary to take more direct 
action.  Keep you posted on this one too! 
 

Janette Marontate 
 

All who knew and loved Janette 
Marontate were saddened by her 
passing on May 9, 2021.  It was 
Janette’s wish that her family make 
a donation to the Belle Vue 
Conservancy restoration project in 
memory of her and the love she 
shared throughout her lifetime.  
Members of the Belle Vue 
Conservancy truly appreciate this 
kind donation.  A window bearing 
her name will be chosen by her 
husband Leonard, her children and 
other family members to 
commemorate her life and love.  
	  

Belle Vue Property Clean-Up 
 
On June 22nd, several of our 
wonderful volunteers once again 
donned work clothes, garden gloves 
and, with rakes in hand, cleaned up 
the grounds at our Belle Vue.  We 
will be scheduling a fall clean up 
some time in October.  We’ll keep 
you posted about the date. Many 
thanks to all of our hard-working 
volunteers. 
	  

Stylistic History of Belle Vue- Part I 
By Robert Honor 

	  
Belle Vue is a late Georgian/early Regency country house 
built on the Detroit River front south of Amherstburg 
between 1816-1819 by Robert and Thérèse Reynolds.  
Stylistically, the house is neo-Palladian and is designated 
by the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada for 
this attribute.  
	  
History of the Reynolds Family  
 
Robert Reynolds was the son of Thomas Reynolds of 
Scotland.  Thomas came to Detroit as the Commissariat 
Officer for the British Fort Lernault.  He and his wife 
Jeanne Goodchild had several children:  Margaret and 
Thomas Augustus were born in Scotland.  Ebenezer, 
Robert and Catherine were born in Detroit.  Thomas 
Reynolds and his family came to Amherstburg when the 
British Army left Detroit after the Jay’s Treaty of 1794 and 
established Fort Amherstburg. Continued on page 3… 
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Thank you for your continued support!! 

 
Reynolds continued as the 
Commissariat Officer, and had 
his home on the west side of 
Dalhousie St. at Richmond St. 
where the present Salmoni 
Condominiums are located 
today.  	  
 
After his father’s death, Robert 
succeeded as the Deputy 
Commissariat Officer for Fort 
Amherstburg.  Robert married 
Thérèse Bouchette Trottier des 
Riviere, the widow of Hippolite 
des Riviere, who was the 
stepson of James McGill of 
Montreal, head of the 
Northwest Fur Trading 
Company.  This company had 
posts in Amherstburg and 
Sandwich.  Jean Reynolds 
(Goodchild), Robert’s mother, 
was counted as one of the ten 
richest people in Amherstburg.  
James McGill was counted as 
one of the richest people in 
Canada.  Robert and Thérèse 
therefore had significant social, 
business and monetary 
connections in British North 
America and beyond.    
 
Thérèse and Robert’s son 
Robert Todd, was born in 1813 
during the War of 1812.  In the 
Fall of 1813 with the defeat of 
the British Fleet on Lake Erie, 
American invading forces 
landed on the shore of Lake 
Erie just south of Amherstburg 
to take Fort Amherstburg and 
occupy Canada.  
 
	  

Britain felt that holding Amherstburg and the southwestern 
Ontario peninsula was untenable, and ordered an evacuation 
from Amherstburg, Sandwich and the surrounding countryside, 
establishing a new headquarters at Burlington and leaving 
what is now the southwest Ontario peninsula to American 
authority. Anyone associated with the British Military, or who 
had the money to do so, fled. The Reynolds family, including 
Robert and Thérèse and their infant son, retreated with the 
British military to Burlington.   
 
The American occupation of southwest Upper Canada lasted 
until July 1, 1815.  On July 1st the American flags were lowered 
over Amherstburg and Sandwich and the U.S. forces withdrew 
to the American side.  Amherstburg was left as a war torn and 
depressed area.  It was to this situation that Robert Reynolds 
and his family returned in 1815. 
 
Robert and Jeanne Reynolds’ daughters, Margaret and 
Catherine, were both trained artists.  Margaret’s best-known 
work is the “View of Amherstburg, 1812”.  Catherine produced 
a large body of work, including pastoral scenes of Palladian 
country homes, and is regarded as Canada’s earliest native 
born woman artist.  Neither woman married and after the death 
of their mother lived with their brother Robert at Belle Vue. 
 
Part 2 of this series, will appear in the next Issue of 
Conservancy Conversations due in December, 2021. 
 
 

Belle	  Vue	  from	  the	  East	  by	  Catherine	  Reynolds.	  
Printed	  by	  permission,	  Detroit	  Institute	  of	  Art	  

	  


